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The deposition of Qutlugh Shall was the first decisive
stroke against the regime of Buqa and Aruq. They felt their
position becoming insecure and prepared a conspiracy against
Arghun. The preparations for this conspiracy, which are
described in detail,1 were discovered, and the Il-Khan ordered
" that the Emir Buqa, his children, and his supporters should
be executed as well as his brother the Emir Aruq, who was
in Diyar Bekr ".2 This was done in the year 688/1289.
The end of this regime meant the commencement of SaM
ad-Daula's political rise, during which he rapidly rose
from one position to another.
Upon the successful completion of his duties as member of
the commission of inquiry, he was appointed Controller
(^j^i^) of the Diwan al-elraq3 and chief of the financial
adniinistration of Baghdad and 'Iraq. Upon him devolved
the supervision of the entire revenue and taxation system of
*Iraq.4 With this appointment began his career as statesman.
Almost all sources, and primarily Wassaf, describe the
wisdom and justice with which Sasd ad-Daula performed the
duties of his office.6 He refunded to the citizens the money
extorted from them by the compulsory loan, collected the
arrears of taxes, balanced the budget,6 doubled the income
from taxation, filled the state treasury and the private
treasury of Arghun, and ** achieved success after success from
day to day ".7 He even declared that he could have collected
still more if the Emirs had not hindered him.8
 *	Rashid ad-Din, foL 1506 ff.
 *	Ibn al-Fuwati, 457;   c£ also Rashid ad-Din, fol. 1506 fF.
3 Ibn al-Fvicafi, 455.    In   Ghazi   b.   al-Wasitl,   fol.   28a,   lie  is   called
*	Ibn al-Fuwati, 454.
6	Wassaf, fol. 1976-19Sa.    He remarks inter alia that the treasure of
Arghun piled up like a mountain,
•	Ibn al-Fuwati, 454.
7	Rashid ad-Din, fol. 151a.
B Thereupon Arghun had these Emirs executed.    Cf. Rashid ad-Din,
fol.  151c.

